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“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned 
it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus.”  These verses are from the Epistle that we are not reading this morning  
(2 Timothy 3:14-15). 

I am Carter Kimsey and I strongly identify with this text as one who from childhood has “known the sacred 
writings” and the sure expectation of eternal life through Christ Jesus.  I was fortunate to be born into the 
Christian, and specifically Episcopal, faith in my immediate family and nurtured in that faith through a 
series of teachers, priests, family, and friends.  As a child I enjoyed the majesty of a large Gothic church 
with the sun shining through exquisite stained glass windows portraying saints.  I feel indebted to 
previous generations of my family who lived the faith and to the many faithful people who built the 
infrastructure that gave me a place to worship in awe and wonder.  I have recently retired from a career 
in the Federal government and moved to Hawaii to be with our daughter and her family.  In my 
professional life I was able to build up the scientific capability of our country by providing needed 
infrastructure.  In this, I was fortunate to work with people who shared my vision that infrastructure 
consists of both physical and human resources.  So too in our church, we need to build up both people 
and places for them to worship.  I visited Emmanuel last November when we came to Hawaii for the birth 
of our grandson and was drawn in by its warm hospitality and commitment to outreach which I see as 
building up the Body of Christ in the world. 

My name is Philip Paradine and my good fortune was to meet and marry Carter Kimsey. We share many 
things but a strong education in the faith, in my case Anglican, is one of them. For me, in addition to 
parish churches, I attended a church school, with a daily dose of chapel, not to mention religious 
coursework. These influences led me into a career in international development, in which I was always 
able to attend churches that were being kept open by faithful parishioners of many different 
backgrounds. The issue in launching large infrastructure projects was always one of adequate resources 
being budgeted to complete the work, requiring commitments from all parties involved, not just the 
World Bank.  Eventually my work led me to ordained ministry in the Episcopal Church from which I 
recently retired; but lessons from my previous secular career have been particularly useful in what I 
would call the business side of church life.  The real challenge with infrastructure is however to ensure 
that what had been constructed can be maintained. In ordained ministry this too has proved to be the 
case, The privilege of inheriting magnificent buildings, large and small, (Emmanuel Kailua being a prime 
example) means providing the resources necessary to continue the ministry. As the Epistle puts it: to 
continue in what you have learned. Or in plain English we have the privilege of meeting the budget for 
what we have so wonderfully inherited from those who have gone before us. 

Now it is our task to sustain our inheritance by pledging our time and treasure during the stewardship 
campaign we are launching this morning.  Please join us in doing so. 


